Warnings of an "insect apocalypse" are premature O ur world would be unpleasant and likely uninhabitable in the absence of arthropods. Approximately 35% of global food production depends on insect pollinators, and virtually all decomposition of plant litter, animal dung, and carcasses is performed by arthropods. Troublingly, several recent long-term European studies have indicated that habitat loss and invasive species are largely responsible for steep declines observed in several important insect groups -particularly butterflies, moths, and bees. Such investigations, which are necessary to verify temporal trends in the abundance of insects and other arthropods, are rare in the western hemisphere. One paper (Lister and Garcia 2018; P Natl Acad Sci USA 115: E10397-406), using open-access data from the Luquillo Experimental Forest, a Long-Term Ecological Research (LTER) site in northeastern Puerto Rico, reported that arthropod populations within the tropical forest's food web had declined by 60% over a 30-year period as a result of increased temperatures. This study attracted widespread media attention (eg Washington as evidence that arthropod abundances are declining in the western hemisphere and that global warming is to blame.
